The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK, also called North Korea) has expressed an interest in establishing an Energy Efficiency Center to improve the energy efficiency of North Korea's economy and living conditions. This Center would concentrate on evaluating how these conditions affect the North Korean people. Currently their system(s) seems quite antiquated. Establishing a center that could advise and monitor activity would be a humanitarian effort by the U.S. government and the scientific community working on the program. This Center could impact energy policy for the government of DPRK and private industry within its borders. U.S. government export control regulations and any licensing application will need to be determined before initial startup can begin.
Background
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) has established similar centers in the following countries, thereby establishing a precedent: Poland, Czech Republic, Russia, China, Bulgaria and Ukraine. The current centers, in the beginning were established and funded by private and public entities. They currently are financially independent. To date they continue to impact the energy policies for their respective countries and improvements to energy efficiency have been viewed as highly successful.
North Korea's Energy Center will be patterned similarly to the Beijing Energy Efficiency Center (BECon), China. The reason for the similarity is that the two countries have similar cultural and political relationships. Hopefully, BECon and the DPRK Center will interact well with each other because of their cultural and political similarities.
A request has been made to determine the possible Export Control restrictions that may be incurred by the Department of Energy/PNNL and other relevant government agencies when establishing this Center in the DPRK. This letter report was developed to assist the project as they move forward establishing this Center. Information has been gathered and determinations made concerning Export Control regulations that are applicable when dealing with the DPRK. The Department of Energy and the Department of State regulations do not apply because the DPRK project as it is currently envisioned involves neither nuclear technology nor military equipment and technology.
3.1
Conclusion
During our review we determined that export of energy-efficiency technology and/or equipment as proposed does not require a license, but may be carried out under various license exceptions that are available. This determination is based on the information provided to PNNL Export Control Coordinator that identified the kinds of information and equipment that would be provided to the Center.
In the future, as changes to the program develop, the program may have to re-evaluate the issue of any required license(s).
Note
The DPRK government may consider certain information about its energy usage to be a state secret. Care should be taken to obtain a clear and authoritative statement that all energy efficiency information developed by the Center may be publicly disclosed. 
